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Abstract

After the Christians took over the administration in India in the 19th century, they put forward their
missionary activities under the shadow of their power. Missionaries intensified their activities in
places where the people were crowded in India. They did most of their activities on the Muslims.
The book Mizanu'l-Haq was written as a propaganda tool against Islam. Based on Pfander's
Mizanu'l-Haq work and activities, the UK based British Church Missionary Society -CMS-, which
had the view that he was a successful missionary, gave Pfander the nickname "Champion of
Missionaries". As a result of both written and verbal challenges by Christian missionaries against
Islam rather than other religions, the great Islamic scholars of the period were worried and decided
to respond to such accusations. As a result of the famous discussion/debate between Rahmatullah
Kairanavi and priest Pfander, which took place at the Church Missionary Society school in Agra, a
work like Izharu’l-Hagq was created. The Ottoman Empire also gave great importance to
Rahmatullah Kairanavi and his world-famous work called Izharu'l-Hag. Just as the Islamic world
saw Pfander's work Mizanu'l-Haq as dangerous to Islam, Kairanavi's Izharu'l-Haq frightened the
Christian world in the same way. This article throws light upon an understanding of the general
characteristics of India, especially its religious situation, at the time of the debate. It deals with the
extent to which the people of India were affected by these events, and how and in which environment
Izharu’l-Haq emerged.
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Introduction

This is a story of such a book that had shaken the entire Christian world, changed the direction of
research on Christianity, and forced the Christian world to review and reconsider its religious proofs.
That’s why when the English translation of this book was published and reached London, a renowned
British newspaper “London Times” wrote in its review. “If this book is continued to be studied, the

progress of Christianity will be halted*.

When Muslim rule in India weakened and demoralized, foreign forces especially Christians get
opportunity to avail the circumstances and capture the country. It is natural phenomenon that the

competitor on the front becomes the target of the enemy. Since then country India was under the control
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of Muslims. Their target were the Muslims and Islam as well. They adopted many/several ways to reach
their objectives. Eminent and renowned Christian scholars, historians and policymakers arrived in
India.? Each of them made efforts in their respective fields and subjects in which they achieved
significant progresses and objectives. Here, we describe the story of the book that has the background

of these circumstances of India which resulted in due to arrival of those figures (scholars).

En Overview on That Era in India

It was 1857 when a revolution against British rule broke in India, and the invaders managed to crush the
rebellion. The Christians began controlling the country’s administration. Although India came under
Christian influence from the very arrival of the Christian traders decades ago. Muslims ruling in India
for centuries then were dispossessed and dethroned from power. | didn't knowingly use the word English
or Firangi because actually, they were Christians, secondly, | used the word Christian as a response
because the Muslim rulers who ruled India belonged to Afghanistan, and some of them belonged to
Central Asia and other regions, but all of them were called Muslim rulers and Muslim Dynasties. While
those rulers who were all Christians came from Portugal, Germany, and England they are not known as
Christian Rulers or Christian dynasties. Although one of the purposes of all those rulers was to preach
and propagate Christianity?, they prentended to be their real benefactors and well-wishers. That’s why,
when they came to power they started propagation of Christianity in the whole region with solid
planning, and as a result of this planning, the third-largest population in India now is Christians/ the

followers of Christianity.

Western nations came to India for trade, but by the time having captured and controlled India, they had
first targeted Islam and Muslims because they occupied power from these hands who were the followers
of Islam. They were afraid that they would reunite and strengthen again, and once more they would
capture the power. History has witnessed that the roots of untouchability, inequality, and the caste
system were very deep in Indian society before the advent of Islam and Muslims. People were the

victims of numerous and different types of oppression and exploitation.

For the first time, the lower and ordinary people tasted dignity, equality, and fraternity, and experienced
the feeling of being human. Thus, those sections of downtrodden and deprived people naturally came
close to Islam and Muslims. These sections of people were a strong force in favor of Muslims and were

a threat to Christian rulers. They therefore adopted the policy of “Divide and Rule” in the country. They

2 Rizwanullah. Religious Debates Between Muslims and Christians in India in the 19th Century (Example of Izharu’l-Haq). Master’s Thesis,
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created a confronting atmosphere with the help of historians like Henry Miers Elliot (d. 1853) and Jhon

Dowson (d. 1881), and they were successful for that on a big scale.*

Similarly, missionaries had been given free hand to preach and propagate Christianity. Senior Christian
clerics were invited from Europe to India. Books, booklets, and pamphlets were published and
distributed throughout the country. Series of lectures and speeches were delivered in crowded places
against Islam to create doubts and illusions about Islam. Since the Christian priests began to gather
people in a place to convey their malicious messages so that people might be influenced easily. As a
result of it, general Muslims got negative impressions and impacts. Muslims were deeply grieved for
losing the country’s power on one hand, and they were harassed and tortured on the other. Moreover,
they were highly saddened by attacks on their faith and religion. Thus, they lost the emotional ability
and courage to fight with Christians. Under these dark and dreadful circumstances, there were a few
Muslim scholars who had Islamic spirit and religious emotions that stood to counter the Christian
propaganda missionaries with their writings (columns, essays, and speeches) academic debates, and hot
topic discussions. They openly challenged to face the facts of Islam. Among the Muslim scholars,
Maulana Rahmatullah Kairanavi (known as Rahmatullah Al- Hindi in Turkey’s academic circles) was
the first warrior who targeted German-born British Citizen Priest Karl Gottlieb Pfander who was
considered highly competent and qualified preaching Christianity and maligning Islam in India. And
just before this move in India he authored the book “Mizanu’l-Haq” (The Balance of the Truth) and
travelled throughout the country challenging to face his allegations against Islam. As well as earned
huge name and fame by this book, in which questions were raised on the Holy Quran and the prophet
Mohammad (s.a.s.). In fact, he was promoting this very propaganda project in India as his basic and

primary job.®

Actually, this book was written as a propaganda tool against Islam in which on five basic Islamic
principles, fingers of doubts were raised. The books contained five topics that were very sensitive

regarding Islamic faith and ideas. Those topics were:

e The Quran is not the revealed book of Allah,

e Hazrat Muhammad is not the last prophet,

e There had not been any omission and commission with the Torah and the Bible nor had they
been cancelled,

e The faith of the Trinity is true.®

4 - Om Parkash Parsad, Evrengzib Ek Naya Zaviya-i Nazar, Hindi to Urdu Translated by Faizan
Rasheed, Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library, Patna, 2006, p 2.

® - Rizwanullah, p 27-28, 33.

6 - Karl Gottlieb Pfander, Mizanu’l-Hag, Indo-Asiatic Publishers, New Delhi 24, 1832, V. 2, p 288-467.
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The Reaction of Muslims

Kairanavi focused and concentrated more to counter doubts and deliberate attacks on Islam by priests
than to engage in teachings and orientations in the society. And this effort enabled him to bring out
several books on Persian and Urdu languages. But these editions were based and prepared on a certain
topic/issue, for example Ejaz’e Isavi (Christ’s miracles). He wrote on the distortions in the Bible,
Ezalatu’l-Avham (Removal of misconceptions) and the issue of Trinity. Similarly, Ezalat ush-Shukuk
(removal of doubts) was written to brainwash on the prophethood of Mohammad (s.a.s.). In spite of all
these efforts it was needed to bring out a concise and comprehensive book that would be a satisfactory
and crushing reply to the questions raised by Christianity in general and by priests in particular.

Nevertheless, Muslim scholars also preferred/adopted the method of Christian priests to counter them

and this was the background and outcome of the famous Agra debate.

In 1854, a public debate was held in Agra with Christian priests and scholars to remove the smoke of
grief and desperation from society, where Christian clerics were badly defeated and exposed; however,
some Christian priests declared it their victory or ended in equal status. In that debate, Maulana Kairanvi
was the most prominent and leading debater to defeat the Christian scholars and Pfander as well.”

After that public debate, the life of Maulana Rahmatullah Kairanavi had been very tough in India
because of the Christian ruler’s antagonistic approach. Under these circumstances, Maulana Kairanavi
had to secretly move to Makka where he gave a detailed account of the country’s conditions and the
Agra debate in which Muslim scholars of Haram-e-Makka got victory over the Christians. Scholars of
Haram-e-Makkah suggested Rahmatullah kairanavi to author a concise and comprehensive book on the
above-mentioned issues. Meanwhile, priest Pfander after several discussions arrived in Istanbul and
described the outcome of that debate as to their victory in a visit with Sultan Abdu Aziz. Sultan sent a
message to the Sharif of Makka and invited Maulana Kairanavi as a royal guest. The main objective of
the invitation was to organize a contest (discussion) with Pfander on the subject, but when he learned

that Maulana Kairanavi had come to Istanbul, he fled the city.®

And when he arrived in Istanbul even Sultan Abdul Aziz expressed the same wish/intention to write
such a book. As it has been mentioned above that Rahmatullah Kairanavi had collected a lot of contents
to refute those questions, doubts that were raised against Islam by the Christian priests. He had compiled
some books in this regard too. Hence, Kairanavi wrote the famous and outstanding book in Arabic
language during his stay in Istanbul Thus, "Izharu’l-Hag" came into existence in the public sphere by

encountering Pfander’s book "Mizanu’l-Haq". Later on, in the regime of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il, many

" - Rizwanullah, p 36-50
8 - Usmani, Tagi, p 202.
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translated versions of Kairanavi’s book were published in many European languages.® And this was the

story of this book that started in India and ended in Istanbul, the capital of the Ottoman caliphate.

Conclusion

Generally, Izharu’l-Haq is known as a counter and a reaction against Christian blames and charges
against Islam. In fact, this book is a collection of research papers in view of questions, doubts, and
misunderstandings raised by the Christian world against Islam. However, in my opinion, this would not
be as just defending Islam only, but it shows a mirror to the Christian faith and a harsh attack on it.
Moreover, in this book along with the criticism and counter-attack of Islam, proofs and shreds of
evidence have been demonstrated on the critics of Islam, and the contradictions, errors, and

manipulations have been exposed in the Torah and the Bible.
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Gergegin Olciisii Ve Gercegin Ortaya Konmasi (Mizanii’l-Hak & Izharii’l-Hak)”*
Rizwanullah™

Oz

19. yiizyi1lda Hiristiyanlarin Hindistan’daki idareyi ele gecirdikten sonra iktidarlarmin gdlgesi
altinda misyoner faaliyetlerini ortaya koymuslardir. Misyonerler, Hindistan’da halkin kalabalik
bulundugu yerlerde faaliyetlerini yogunlagtirmislardir. Onlar, faaliyetlerinin ekserisini
Miisliimanlarin {izerine yapmuslardir. Mizanii’l-Hak adli eser, Islam'a kars1 bir propaganda arac1
olarak kaleme alinmistir. Pfander’in Mizanii’l-Hak eserinden ve faaliyetlerinden, basarili bir
misyoner oldugu gériisiine sahip olan Ingiltere merkezli British Church Missionary Society -
CMS- Pfander’e “Misyonerlerin sampiyonu” lakabini vermistir. Hiristiyan misyonerlerinin diger
dinlerden daha ziyade Islam aleyhine hem yazili hem de sozlii meydan okumalar1 neticesinde
donemin biiyiik Islam alimleri endiselenmisler ve bu tiir ithamlara cevap vermeye karar
vermislerdir. Agra’daki Kilise Misyonerlik Cemiyeti’nin Church Missionary Society okulunda
gerceklesen  Rahmetullah  Keyranevi ile  papaz  Pfander  arasindaki  meshur
tartigmanin/miinazaranin neticesinde izharii’l-Hak gibi bir eser meydana gelmistir. Osmanli
Devleti de Rahmetullah Keyranevi’ye ve onun Izharii’l-Hak adli diinyaca meshur eserine ¢ok
dnem vermistir. Islam diinyas1 Pfander’in Mizanii’l-Hak isimli eserini Islamiyet’e kars1 nasil
tehlikeli gordiiyse, Keyranevi’nin izharii’l-Hak isimli eseri de Hiristiyan diinyasini ayni sekilde
trkiitmiistiir. Bu makale, miinazaranin gergeklestigi donem Hindistan’in genel 6zelliklerinin,
ozellikle de dini durumunun anlagilmasina 11k tutar. Hindistan halkinin bu olaylardan ne 6lglide
etkiledigini, zharii’l-Hak’1n hangi ortamda, nasil ortaya ¢iktigin1 ele almaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler
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Hak
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Hemoncrpauus U bananc lHousstus Uctuna B Unaun

HNupus — [lpoussenennst «Hucnocaannas ucruna» (M3xap-yiab-xak) u «Becbl
uCTHHBLD (MH3aH-yJIb-XaK)

PusBanyJuiax™

AHHOTALUA

ITocne Toro, kak B XIX Beke B MHauu ympaBiieHuEe CTpaHOM HEPELUIO B PYKH XPUCTHAH, OHH
aKTUBHO HAYall CBOIO MHCCHOHEPCKYIO JESATEIbHOCTh IOJ, JTHUAOH MNPaBUTENBCTBA.
MuccroHepceKas 1esITeNbHOCTh Oblla CKOHLIEHTPUPOBAaHA B T'YCTOHACENEHHBIX pailoHax MHanu u B
Oonpllieil cTemeHW ObUla HampaBlieHa Ha MycCyJbMaHCKoe HaceneHue. [IpousBeneHue mon
Ha3BaHWEM «Mmu3aH-yiab-Xxak» ObLJIO HANMCaHO Kak CpPEeACTBO MpollaraHjasl MPOTHUB HCIaMa.
IlepkoBHOEe MuccuOHepckoe obmiectBo Benukooputanuu (CMS), ocHOBBIBasCh Ha JaHHOM
COYMHEHHH U JICSTENBHOCTH ero aBTopa, cuuraior K. Ildannepa ycnemnsiM muccroHepsiM. [1o
sToil mpuumbe [lpanmep momydmn ums «UeMOHOH cpear MHUCCHOHEPOB» Kak mMHChMEHHBIC
COUMHEHUS, TaK M YCTHBIE BO3PAaXXCHUS XPHUCTHAHCKMX MHCCHOHEPOB, B OTIMYHMH OT JPYTUX
penuruii, ObIIM HarpaBJIeHb! B OOJbIIEH Mepe MPOTUB HcaaMa. B pe3ynbTaTe Takol AesSTeIbHOCTH
KPYIHBIE HCIAMCKHE YY€HBbIe HA4YaJdM WCIBITBIBATh OCECIIOKOMCTBO W OBUIM  BBIHYKICHBI
MIPEATIPUHSTE OTBETHBIC JICHCTBUS Ha TAKOrO pojia OOBHHEHMs. B MTOre 3HAMEHHUTOH IHCKYCCHH
Mexny Paxmerymnoit Kelipanesn u cBsmennnkoM Ildannepom, KoTopas cocTosuiach B IIKOJIE
[1epxOBHOTO MHCCHOHEPCKOTO O0IIECTBA B I'. Arpa, OBUIO CO34aHO MPOMU3BEICHHUE 1T0]] Ha3BaAHHUEM
«M3xap-ynb-xak». OcMaHCKasi MMIIEpUsl TakXke IpuaaBaia Oosblioe 3HaueHHe Paxmeryiie
KeitpaneBu 1 ero BCEMHpPHO M3BECTHOMY NpOU3BeAeHHUI0 «M3xap-ymb-xak». [lomo6HO ToMy, Kak
ucIaMcKuii Mup cumtai, 4ro pabora Ildannepa «MuzaHyn-xak» MPEACTaBIsSET ONACHOCTH IS
ucnama, Tak u «/3xap-ynp-xak» KeilpaneBu 3acTaBuI XpUCTHAHCKUN MHP COIPOTHYThCSA. JlaHHAs
CTaThsl TIPOJIMBAET CBET HA IOHMMaHME OOLIMX ocoOeHHOCTeH MHIMM, MperMyIIeCTBEHHO Ha ee
PEJIMTHO3HOE MOJIOKEHNE BO BPEeMsI IPOBEJCHUS JUCKYCCUH. PaccMaTpuBaeTcs cTenenb, B KOTOPOR
Hapoj MHaun ObLT 3aTPOHYT MOCPEACTBOM OIMCAHHBIX BBINIE COOBITHH, a TAakXKe KaK M B KaKHX
YCIIOBHSIX BO3HUKJIIO Ipou3BeaeHue «3xap-ynb-xak».

KiroueBsle ciioBa
Wnnus, Paxmerymna Keiipanesu, V3xap-ynb-xak, XpucTHaHCKHE MUCCHOHEpHI, [1dhannep, Mu3zan-
yJIb-XaK.
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